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Is One Saved Who Does Not Feel 


A Change 


Answered By The Editor 


Of Heart? 


So many people think that being 
born again refers to a change in 
feeling and emotions that we think 
it wise to give here the editor’s 
answer to a good woman who 
asked, in effect, the above ques- 
tion. The simple fact is that saved 
people are often tempted and often 
sin, though a Christian can have 
grace day by day to draw nearer 
the Lord and live more victor- 
iously as he grows in grace. Christ- 
ians often have times of doubt and 
despondency, without the assur- 
ance that they ought to have. I 
have known thousands of Christ- 
ians who, after trusting Christ for 
salvation, had serious doubts about 
their salvation. After I was con- 
verted I had three sad years when 
I had no assurance of salvation, 
because I did not know the Word 
of God. After I learned from the 
Bible, that God had promised ever- 
lasting life to those who put their 
trust in Christ, then I knew I was 
saved, and have never had a 
serious doubt since of my salva- 


“tion. However, there aré time 


when I am not as near to Christ 
as I ought to be, when I do not 
have as much joy and as much 
fellowship with God through the 
Holy Spirit as I ought to have. 
Here follows the letter: 
Forgive the delay in answering 
your letter in which you asked this 
question, “Is it possible that one 
may be saved and not have a 


change of heart?” Then you say]. 


that you have confessed you sins 
and asked forgiveness many times 
but God has not changed your 
heart, 

Answer; it is not possible to be 
saved without a change of heart. 
However, it is possible to be saved 
without feeling the change. of 
heart like you might want to feel 
it. I find that many people who 
trusted Christ and have been truly 
converted later doubt their salva- 
tion because they find that they 
still have tendencies to sin. They 
still have an irritable temper, or 
they are still enslaved by a 
cigarette habit, or they still want 
to attend picture shows and dances, 
or at least are tempted to do so 
though they feel it is wrong. Such 
people often say they have not 
had a change of heart, they have 


not been born again, because they 


find that they are still sinners 
and are still tempted much as 


they were before they trusted 


Christ as Saviour. 


But such people are confused 
about what is involved in a change 
of heart, or the new birth. All the 
Christians in the Bible, after they 
were truly. converted, still had a 
tendency to sin, just as all Chris- 
tians today have. I attended 
picture shows after I was saved, 
I often had trouble with my temper 
and I often found. myself selfish 
and critical. I should not have 
‘been selfish, I should not do 
any wicked thing. I ought to have 
victory every day. But victory 
and salvation are not the same. 
And though I know I trusted 
Christ as my Saviour, and have 


God, know that my sins are ail 
forgiven and I am going to Heaven, 
there have been times when I could 
not feel the witness of the Holy 
Spirit in my heart. If I did not 
stay close to God, if I was not as] 
prayerful as I ought to be, if I 
did not read the Word of God and 
meditate on.it as I should, then 
I did not have the joy of the Lord, 
did not have the assurance and 
witness of the Holy Spirit as I 
have had at other times. That had 
nothing to do with the change of 
heart or being born again. I know 
I have been born again. I know | 
dd love the Lord. I have the evi- 
dence in the Bible. Most of the 
time I have the joy of it in my 
own heart. But I do not depend on 
my feelings nor on how good a 
man I am for to be sure, I am 
saved. I am _ saved because I 
trusted the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
He plainly promises, “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus. Christ and thou 
shalt be saved.” 

Satan wants people to look fo 
their own feelings instead of to the 
Word of God, for assurance of 
salvation. Satan wants people to 


live, instead of depending wholly 
upon the Lord Jesus to do what 


? 


bare their hopes upon the way thcy |: 


He promised to do for us vile sin- 


DR. J. ELWIN WRIGHT 


ners who do not deserve salvation. 

Therefore, the thing to do is to 
simply commit yourself wholly to 
Christ and trust Him. He promised 
to save all who came to Him 
(John 6:37), all who receive Him 
(John 1:12), all who believed or 
trusted in Him (John 3:16; John 
3:18; John 3:36; John 5:24). God 
means~-what~-Me gays. lf -you will 
commit the matter wholly to God, 
in faith, knowitg that. He died 
for you, and risking Him to take 
you to Heaven, then the matter 
is settled no matter how you feel. 
Saved people do: not always fees! 


(Continued on page two) 


It was Charles G. Finney who) 
told this story. He was holding a 
revival in Detroit. One night as he 
started to walk into church, a 
man came up to him. “Are you Dr. 
F inney?” 

“Yes 

“T wonder if you will do me a 
favor. When you get through to- 
night, will you come home with 
me and talk to me about my soul?” 
“Gladly. You wait for me.” 
Finney walked inside and some of 
the men stopped him. 
“What did the 
Brother Finney?” 
“He wanted me to go home with 
him.” | 

“Don’t do it.” 

“I am sorry, but I promised and 
I shall go with him.” 

When the service was over, 
Finney started out the door. The 
man was waiting, took his arm, 
and said, “Come with me.” They 
walked three or four blocks, turn- 
ed into a side street, walked down 
an alley, and at the second house 
the man stopped. “Stay here a 


man want, 


assurance, based on the Word of 


\ 


minute, Brother Finney.” He reach- 
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The Cleansing Power Of 
Christ’s Blood. 


ed into his pocket, pulled out a key, 
unlocked the door, turned to the 
preacher and said; “Come in.” Mr. 
Finney walked into the room. There 
was a carpet on the floor, a mantel- 
piece, a desk, a swivel chair, two 
arm chairs. There.was nothing else. 


There was a kind of thin. board. 


partition all round the room except 
where the fireplare was. Finney 
turned around. The man had locked 
the door, had reached into his back 
pocket, had pulled out a revolver, 
and was holding it in his hand. “I 
don’t intend to dojyou any harm,” 

he said. “I just want to ask you 
some questions. Did you mean 
what you said in Your sermon last 


night?” 

“What did I say? I have for- 
gotten.” 

“You said, The blood of Jesus 


Christ cleanses us from all sin’.” . 
Finney said, “Yes, God says so.’ 
The man said, “Brother Finney, 

you see this revolver? It has killed 

four people. It is miine. Two of them 
were killed by me; two of them by 


jin its membership, and continues 
ee |to have, large numbers of people of 
m | Unitarian conviction. 


f|of the Council for the inclusion of 
m ithe nonevangelical denominations. 


And The De 


DIATHSPOT 


An appraisalof theFederal€ a 
of the Churches of Christ in Americal 
By Rev. J. Ecwinwereieut, LL. D. 


The Federal Council 


ity of Christ 


ARTICLE II. 


I would like to return to a con- 
sideration of the one and only doc- 
trinal statement of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America; that which appears in 
the preamble of its constitution, 
adopted in 1908. Let us read it 
again. “. . . it seems fitting more | 
fully to manifest the essential one- | 
ness of the Christian Churches of 
America in Jesus Christ as their 
divine Lord and Saviour ... ” 


It seems that the word “divine” 
was not included in the original 
draft and the suggested addition 
of this word brought on what has 
been described as a “lively discus- 
sion.” It was finally adopted un- 
animously. Mr. John A. Hutchison 
comments, in his history of the Fe- 
deral Council, We Are Not Divided, 
that “the net practical effect of 
this addition has been the exclusion 
of Unitarians and other similar 
groups from the Council.” 
Indeed, it is true that the Unitar-. 
ian denomination has never become 
a constituent member of the Coun- 
cil. However, the Council has had 


There is a 
growing sentiment among’ leaders 


Unitarians (in belief) are among its 
officers, members of its commis- 
sions and committees, as well as at 
the forefront of its conferences, 
missions, and radio programs. 


In view of the inclusive policy, of 
which the Federal Council boasts, 
its exclusion of bodies like the Un- 
itarians, Universalists, Christian 
Scientists, and others of similar be- 
lief .regarding fundamental doc- 
trines seems like unwarranted dis- 
crimination. Such bodies are not 
denied admission to many of the 
Federal Council dominated City 
Councils or Federations. There is 
a curious lack of consistency here 
which needs explanation. 

Dr, Robert Cummins, General 
Superintendent of the Universa- 
list Church of America, in his re- 
cent report to the denomination’s 
biennial convention, October, 1943, 
charged that the Federal Council 
had ignored the application of his 
denomination for admission to 
membership. He blamed the atti- 
tude of the Council on a “strong 
and determined minority opposi- 
tion.” He stated that during the 
past two years a series of informal ; 
conferences had been held—upon 
the advice of Council Ofticials—in 
jan effort “to win over” the antag- 


(Continued it page two) 


credal test in the matter of mem- 


bership.” 

“Last December,” he added, “‘fol- 
lowing upon our many conferences 
and filing of our application, the 
Council met in Cleveland. I was 
personally present throughout the 
sessions. Other churches were re- 
ceived into membership. No ref- 
erence was made to our applica- 
tion.” 

In September, 1943, Dr. Cum- 
mins said identical letters were sent 
to the president of the Council, its 
general secretary, and the chairman 
of the_body’s advisory committee, 
asking for information in regard to 
the disposition of its application. 

“The secretary,” Dr, Cummins 
stated, ‘in making his reply said 
that a vote had been taken by the 
advisory committee to the effect 
that only if in Convention assem- 
bled our people voted approval of 
the action taken by the Trustees 
and our committee, which clearly 
stated that, ‘we are in full accord 
with the Evangelical position of the 
Council as defined in its Constitu- 
tion,’ would there be likelihood of 
our application being accepted.” 

The Universalist leader recom- 
mended to the convention here that 
the application as made be allowed 
to stand unaltered. “By so doing, 


(Continued on page two) 


The Editor Says-- 


Dr. Roberts L. Moyer, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Minne- 
apolis, dean of Northwestern Bible 
Training School and Seminary, has 
gone to be with the Lord. He had 
agreed to contribute to the Sword 
Ot The Lord, and we will greatly 
miss him. He had such a clear 
grasp of Bible doctrine, was such 
a warm hearted and _ sensible 
preacher, his place of usefulness 
was so great that he will be greatly 
missed. Dear “Dr. Bob”! I loved 
him dearly and feel personally 
greatly bereaved. May God fill his 
place! He had a glorious home 
going and death was to him great 
gain. 


* *£ * & 


Highland. Park Baptist Church, 
Detroit! Dr. Wm. G. Coltman is 
the fine pastor. He is a thorough _ 
Bible student, a fine gospel preach- 
er, thirty years in one pulpit. The 
work prospers greatly under his 


day School each of these last two 
Sundays I have been here. Rev. 
Albert Kee is assistant pastor. Both 
have been unusually kind to this 


(Continued on page three) 


What a happy revival time at 


leadership. Over 1000 were in Sun- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 17, 1944 


The Cleansing Power 
Of Christ’s Blood 


(Contined from page one) 


my bartender in a brawl in my 
saloon, Is there hove for a man 
like me?” 

Finney said, “The Blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth us from. all 
sin.’ 

The man said, “Brother Finney, 
another question. In the back of 
this partition is a saloon. I own it, 
everything in it. We sell every kind 
of liquor to anybody who comes 
along. Many, many times I have 
taken the last penny out of a man’s 
pocket, letting his wife and children 
go hungry. Many times women 
have brought their babies here and 
pled with me not to sell any more 
booze to their husbands, but I 
have driven them out and kept 
right on with the whiskev selling. 
Is there hope for a man like me?” 

Finney said, “God says, ‘The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.’ ” 

“Another question, Brother Fin- 
ney. In back of this other partition 
is a gambling joint, and it is as 
crooked as sin, as crooked as Satan. 
There isn’t a decent wheel in the 
whole place. It is all loaded and 
crooked. A man leaves the saloon 
with some money left in his pocket, 
and we take his money away from 
him in there. Men have gone out 
of that gambling place to commit 
suicide when their money and 
perhaps entrusted funds were all 
gone, Is there any hope for a man 
like me?” : 

Finney said, “God says, ‘The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” 

“One more question, and I will 
let you go. When you walk out of 
this alley you turn to the right 
toward the street, look across the 
street, and you will see a two-story 
brown stone house. It is my home. 
I own it. My wife is there, and 
my eleven-year-old child, Margaret. 
Thirteen years ago I went to New 
York on business. I met a beautiful 
girl. I lied to her. I told her I was 
a stock broker, and she married 
me. I brought her. here, and when 
_ she found out my business it broke 
her heart. I have made life a hell 
on earth for her. I have’come home 
drunk, beaten her, abused her, 
locked her out, made her life more 
miserable than that of any brute 
beast. About a month ago I went 
home one night drunk, mean, 
miserable, My wife got in the way 
somehow, and I started beating her. 
My daughter threw herself between 
us. I slapped that girl across the 
face and knocked her against a 
red-hot stove. Her arm is burned 
from shoulder to wrist. It will 
never look like anything decent. 
Brother Finney, is there hope for 
a man like me?” 

Finney got hold of that man’s 
shoulders, shook him, and _ said: 
“OQ son, what a black story you 
have to tell! But God says, “The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean- 
seth us from all sin.’ ” 

The man said, “Thank you. 
Thank you very much. Pray for 
me. I am coming to church to- 
morrow night.” 

Finney went about his busi- 
ness. The next morning about 
seven o'clock, the saloon man 
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second-class matter, | al 


started across the street out of his 
office. Hig necktie was awry. His 
face was dusty and sweaty and 
tear-stained. He was shaking and 
rocking as though he were drunk. 
But let us go back to that room. 
He had taken that swivel chair 
and smashed the mirror, the fire- 
place, the desk, and the other 
chairs. He had smashed the par- 
tition on each side. Every bottle 
and barrel and bar mirror in that 
saloon was shattered and broken 
up. The sawdust was swimming 
ankledeep in a terrible mixture of 
beer, gin, whiskey, and wine. In the 
gambling establishment, the tables 
smashed, the dice and cards were 
in the fireplace smoldering. He 
staggered across the street, walked 
up the stairs of his home, and sat 
down heavily in the chair in his 
room. His wife called the little 
girl, “Maggie, run upstairs and tell 
Daddy breakfast is ready.” The 
girl walked slqawly up the stairs. 
Half afraid, she stood in the door 
and said, “Daddy, Mamma said 
breakfast was ready ; to come 
down.” 

“Maggie, darling, Daddy doesn’t 
want any breakfast.” 

THat little girl didn’t walk; she 
just flew down the stairs. “Mam- 
ma, Daddy said, ‘Maggie, darling,’ 


and he didn’t—” 

“Maggie, you'didn’t understand. 
You go back upstairs and tell 
Daddy to come down.” Maggie 
went back upstairs with the mother 
following her. The man looked up 
as he heard the child’s step, spread 
his knees out, and said, “Maggie, 
come here.” 


Shyly, frightened, in a tremble, 
the little girl walked up to him. He 
lifted her, put her on his knee, 
pressed his face against her 
breast and wept. The wife stand- 
ing in the door, didn’t know what 
had happened. After awhile he 
noticed her and said, “Wife, come 
here.” 


He sat her on his other knee, 
threw his big man’s arms around 
those two whom he loved, whom 
he had so fearfully abused, lower- 
ed his face between them, and sob- 
bed until the room almost shook 
with the impact of his emotion. 

After some minutes, he control- 
led himself, looked up into the 
faces of his wife and girl, and said: 
“Wife, daughter, you needn’t be 
afraid of me any more. God has 
brought. you a new man, a new 
Daddy home today.” 

That same night that man, his 
wife, their child, walked down the 
aisle of the church,. gave their 
hearts to Christ, and joined the 
church. _ 


(From the book, GOD’S AN- 
SWER TO MAN’S SIN, By 
Hyman Appelman, Zondervan 
Publishing House. Used by 


permission. ) 


The Federal 


(Continued From Page One) 


it can be assumed that the Council 
itself must act to accept or to re- 
ject it, and that stich action must 
be taken no later than its next bi- 
enial session, which will be a little 
over one year hence,” he said. 

We would like to think that this 
failure to admit the Universalists 
into membership means that the 
Federal Council has at last taken 
a forthright position on the exclu- 
sion of all who deny the deity of 
Christ, but until it cleans its-house 
of those Methodists, Baptists, Con- 
gregationalists, and what-not who 
believe just as the Universalists do 
on that subject, we are forced to 
the conclusion that there is an ul- 
terior motive back of this inconsis- 
tency. ., 

It seems to us that the Universa- 


comfortable spot. If they admit that 
denomination to membership, out 
will go at least half a dozen other 
denominations in which there are 
very strong groups waiting for 
just such a convincing proof of the 
Council’s infidelity. It would mean 
the end of the courtship which the 
Council has carried on for years 
with shy and reluctant United Lu- 
therans. In cold figures they would 
gain some 51,000 members and 
might lose several millions. 

On the other hand, if they reject 
the Universalists they offend not 
only that body and all other Uni- 
tarian groups but a great and in- 
fluential number of their own mem- 
bers. If only the Universalists would 
be considerate enough to withdraw 
their application—but apparently 
they won't. It’s really a tough spot! 

An outstanding example of the 
Council’s inclusion of leaders who 
deny many of the most foundation- 

doctrines of the faith is Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fordick, who is 
continuously featured as a radio 
speaker under Federal Council aus- 
pices, and who certainly has com- 
plete endorsement of that organiza- 


SPEAKERS FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS 


3 and 
free-will offering. Several oo men 
available. 


lists have the Council in a very un- | 


Council and 


The Deity c of Christ 


tion, I am not going to call into 
Pquestion Dr. Fosdick’s sincerity, as 
many have done. But I have ear- 
nestly endeavored to find out just 
what he really believes because it 
so evidently fepresents that’ for 
which the Federal Council stands. 
In the absence of a comprehensive 
doctrinal statement, as I pointed 
out: in the first chapter, it seems 
fair to assume that the uncontra- 
dicted statements on doctrinal mat- 
ters made by its prominent leaders 
reveal its status as the breeding 
ground of apostasy in the Church. 

Does Dr. Fosdick believe in the 
divinity of Christ? He states that 
“as a formula it is not in the New 
Testament” (Modern Use of the 
Bible, p. 187). 

That good word “divinity” is one 
of the terms which modernists have 
so continually used with changed 


cently have discarded it in favor of 
the word “deity”, which has seemed 
to them to be less liable to perver- 
sion. Dr. Fosdick recognizes no dif- 
ference in the meaning of the words 
“divinity” and “deity.” He uses 
them interchangeably. When he 
says “divinity” he means “deity” 
and vice versa, Then he proceeds 
to nullify the definitions of both 
these words which had been univer- 
sally accepted by the Church until 
the rise of modernism. He states 
that “the divinity of Jesus is prim- 
arily an affirmation about God. . 

Isaac Newton looked at it and 
looked through it into a universal 
law . . . Those first disciples look- 
ed at Jesus unfil they overpassed 
looking at him into a revelation of 
something eternally true about 
God” (Living Under Tension, pp. 


THE IDEAL GIFT FOR CHILDREN, ALSO 
ATTRACTIVE HOLIDAY HOME DECORATION. 
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meaning that fundamentalists re- 


Is One Saved Who Does Not Feel 


A Change Of Heart 


(Contined em page one) 


right, and saved people do not 
always do right, but people who 
have trusted Christ for salvation 
are born again and have everlast- 
ing life. 

-I enclose the little booklet, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”. 
I hope you will read it with an 
open mind and heart, throwing 
away your doubts and previous 
conceptions. And I will be very 


152, 153). 

Dr. Fosdick makes it clear that 
he believes Jesus was in no sense 
“divine” or “deity” except as any 
of us may be. He says, “God can 
come into human life because God 
has come into human life (in Je- 
sus). At its best, that is what the 
church has always meant by the 
divinity of Jesus, Do not, I beg of 
you, tie this great affirmation up 
with miraculous, accompaniments, 
such as the virgin birth . . . as you 
ei I cannot believe it” (Ibid., 
157). 

And again, “We moderns have 
lost faith in miracles, and if by 
miracles we mean occurrences in- 


\volving the breaking of nature’s 


laws, we are right, for nature’s 
laws are God’s and are never brok- 
en” (Ibid., p. 22). 

To say that God was in Christ 
presents “no theological puzzle at 
all” to Dr. Fosdick. “I think,” says 


source of all loveliness that blessed 
us there! And I rise up from that 
with a profound sense of the reality 
of what I am doing when I profess 
my faith that God was in Christ” 
(The Hope of the World, p. 104). 

It is clear also that Dr. Fosdick 
believes that Jesus died for a 
great principle rather than as an 
atoning sacrifice. He says, “When a 
capacious soul comes, standing for 
something that he cares so much 
about ‘he will die for it on Calvary, 

(Continued on page three) 


he, “God was in my mother, the- 


ee 


happy to hear from you again, to 
know that you have put your 
trust in Christ alone and regardless 
of how you feel, that you believe 
He has done what He promised to 
do, and will continue to keep you 
safely because He promised. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 

John R. Rice 

Do you want the booklet, “What 
Must I Do To Be Saved?” for 
yourself? We will be glad to send 
it free. With 24 pages, it makes 
plain the plan of salvation with 
many many scriptures, answers 
questions, in simple language and 
with helpful illustrations. It dis- 
cusses feeling, repentance, baptism, 
the new birth, etc. Get copies for 
any unsaved loved ones and friends. 
We will send them free, for all 
who promise to read them. 

Just say, “Please send me a 
copy of “What Must I Do To Be 
Saved?” free, or “Please send me 
copies of the free booklet, 
“What Must I Do To Be Saved?” 


I promise to give them only to 


people who promise to read them”. 
Write THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD PUBLISHERS, 145 N. 
Hale St., Wheaton, III. 
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TIONS 


Have You Ever Asked Or Heard Anyone Else Ask 
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which they have aroused, and in 
part satisfied, He lays hold on and 
satisfies completely. The religious 
experience of these non-Christian 
faiths is not to be depreciated. 
Their saints have been to some ex- 
tent kinsmen in spirit of Jesus and 
have prepared the way for His gos- 
pel” (Ibid., p. 104). 

Completely renouncing the doc- 
trine of the atonement, Dr. Coffin 
points out the error in “certain 
widely used hymns. (which) still 
prepetuate the- theory that God par- 
dons sinners because Christ pur- 
chased that pardon by -His obedi- 
ence and suffering” (ibid., p. 118). 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 17, 1944 


The Federal Council and 
The Deity of Christ 


(Continued from page three) 
its boundaries in the greater circle 
of the Council. 


~” Here is a sample of the. indirect 


sabotage-of truth: “There is indeed 
a measure of justice in an impati- 
ence against dogmatists who will 
have it that if we cannot have a 
a Christ we cannot have 
.” (The Christlike 


Again, “Tf the form of philosophy 
has lent itself readily to making 
Jesus divine, that philosophy has 
been freely utilized, as witness the 
use by the church of the Logos 
notion. . . It is this insistence upon 
divinity that puzzles so many of 
the younger students of the life of 
Christ . Some students can 
hardly restrain their resentment at 
the tendency to deify Jesus, since 
that tendency seems to them to rob 
Him of His supreme value as a hu- 
man ideal. To such students the 
tendency to make man into God 
seems not much better than other 
attempts of the kind which were 
characteristic even of the heathen- 
ism into which Christianity came. 
Critics point out to us that in the 
early days of the Church it was 
quite common even for popular 
thought to deify man.” Reference 
is made to the occasion when the 
multitudes in South Galatia called 
Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Mer- 
cury, as an example of the “idea 
of their time which conceived of 
gods as capable of appearing in hu- 
man form, and which found it easy 
to believe that a man could become 
a god. 
Then comes the question, “Is not 
this tendency to deify Jesus more 
heathen than Christian? Are we 
not most truly Christian when we 
cut loose fr6m a heathen propensity 
and take Jesus simply for the char- 
acter that he was and for the ideal 
that he is?” (Ibid., pp. 14,15)... 

Dr, McConnell comments that 
“in the early days of the Church 
there were some—probably onlv a 
few—thinkers who taught that Sa- 
tan had a claim on the souls of 
men which only the death of the 
Son of God could satisfy, ai.d that 
God mét the obligation by sending 
the Son to the Cross. As an intel- 
lectual construction this theory 
arouses only amused pity today . 

. ” (bid., pp. 17, 18). 

or in all this, Bishop McCon- 
tiell hasn’t made a single dogmatic 
statement. He hasn’t said that he 
disbelieves in a miraculous Christ. 
He only suggests that there is cause 
for impatience against dogmatists 
who insist on it. He hasn’t said that 
it is more heathen than Christian to 
deify Jesus. He only refersto the 
question which others are asking. 
But it is notable that he nowhere 
affirms that Jesus is deity, but, on 
the contrary, leaves the reader with 
a strong impression of his disap- 
proval of a supernatural Christ. His 
heterodoxy often has the virtue of 
originality, at least, as for»instance 
in his declaration that “if we are 
to believe in Christianity at its full 
value, we have to think of God as 
Christian” (Ibid., p. 60). 

The statements of these three 
prominent Council leaders appear 
to represent the thinking of the 
great majority of its officials on 
the subject of the deity of Christ. 
If it does not, why do they contin- 
ue to give their sanction and sup- 
port to such heresy? 


‘We do not wish to be irascible 
about this, but it seems to us that 
the chief value of the “divinity” 
statement: in the preamble of the 
Council constitution is that it may 
be pointed to as proof (when proof 
is needed to convince reluctant e- 
vangelicals) that the Council is a 
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Simon-pure orthodox organization. 
It does bar some honest Unitarians 
who are not willing to redefine 
“deity” or “divinity,” but it covers 
a multitude of sins with the liberals 
who are ready to agree to anything 
which will permit them to proceed 
with their purpose to dominate e- 
vangelical groups by the process of 
infiltration. 

In talking with a friend recently, 
the subject of Dr. Fosdick’s alleged 
heterodoxy came up. He contended 
that Dr. Fosdick is as much an 
evangelical as anyone could desire 
and offered this proof: Said he, “TI 
recently showed a friend of mine, 
who is an ardent fundamentalist, a 
series of quotations from a certain 
clergyman, whom I did not name, 
and asked him whether he thought 
the person was a modernist or a 
fundamentalist. He said, ‘Unques- 
tionably, he is a fundamentalist.’ I 
was quoting from Dr. Fosdick.” 


I had this in mind in my recent 
extensive reading of Dr. Fosdick’s 
sermons. I am convinced that it 
would be entirely possible to com- 
pile a series of statements from 
these sermons which would persu- 
ade the average layman that Dr. 
Fosdick is an evangelical. But to 
the more discerning, even the most 
favorable compilation of these 
statements would leave room for 
doubt because of certain areas of 
theology which he leaves severely 
alone. One may hunt in vain for 
any refenrence to the need of a 
blood atonement for sin, or regen- 
eration as a requirement for becom- 
ing a child of God. 


But other references are found 
frequently which, while they may 
not be made with any intent to 
deceive, certainly give the average 
reader reason to think that Dr. Fos- 


ually, he does not believe at all. 


For instance, Dr. Fosdick speaks 
repeatedly of “the God of all man- 
kind revealed in Christ” (Living 
under Tension, p. 218). That state- 
ment certainly belongs to the 
strictest form of orthodoxy. It 
speaks to us of the miraculous 
birth, the unique Sonshiv. the two 
natures, human and divine, which 
were His in equal measure. But Dr. 
Fosdick very evidently means 
something entirely different. He re- 
pudiates every phrase of this inter- 
pretation. To him, Christ is a su- 
|preme, or possibly only superior ex- 
ample of what human nature may 
be if indwelt by God. That, and no- 
thing more. As such he would “exalt 
him” (Ibid)., p. 160) and “adore 
him” ( Adventurous Religion, p. 
323) but would regard it as danger- 
ous to worship him. We quote him 
again to make his position clear: 
“Yet the God who was in Jesus is 
the same God who is in us; you 
cannot have one God and two kinds 
of divinity. It was one of the su- 
preme days in man’s spiritual his- 
tory when human nature in Jesus 
was carried out from the dark in- 
to the light and men saw as never 
before what could happen to it 
when the divine life was released 
through it” (Living under Tension, 
p. 160). “If Jesus is divine and if 
divinity is in each of. us, like the 
vital forces which in winter wait in 
the frozen ground until the spring 
comes, that is a gospel!” (Ibid., 
|p. 159). This seems a very clever 
attempt to confuse the gullible, and 
it has succeeded many times. But 
it is for shallow thinkers and will 
not stand the clear shining light of 
God’s Word. In it is no place for 
regeneration or the incoming of a 


to possess the divine spark, no mat- 
ter how sinful we may be. 7 

Dr. Fosdick delights in reducing 
Jesus to human proportions and 
comparing His. sacrifice with that | 
of others. He sta the histo- 
‘Tic Jesus has given the world its 
‘most appealing and effective exhibi- 
tion of vicarious sacrifice. Vicarious 


if 
| sacrifice is not new in man’s life. | would come to see the folly of 


dick believes the things which, act-. 


new life from God. We are all made. 


. « » Whenever one meets vicarious 
sacrifice—in Livingstone voluntari- 
ly assuming the burden of Africa’s 
misery, in Father Damien becoming 
a leper to the lepers when he need 
not have done it, in Florence Night- 
ingale taking on herself the tragedy 
of battlefields which she never had 
caused—it always is the most sub- 
duing and impressive fact mankind 
can face.” (Modern Use of the 
Bible, p. 229). | 

If the premise of: Dr. Fosdick, 
Dr. Coffin, and Bishop McConnell 
in regard to the humanity of Jesus 
is correct, their thesis also is sound, 
and Jesus is debased eternally to 
our level. It would be at least a 
theoretical possibility for any other 
human being to be the equal of or 
to surpass Jesus in His character 
and attainments. Therefore, we do 
not need a Saviour. We need only 


God and service to our fellow men 
to be every whit as much deity as 
He. Divinity, according to this the- 
ology, is resident from birth in 
every son of Adam—in Pilate, in in 
Judas, in Adolph Hitler, in Mus- 
solini, in Joseph Stalin. All they or 
we need to do is to fan the ember 
into flame. 

That another character with su- 
perlative qualities will come, Dr. 
Fosdick is convinced, His reference 
to the coming of a “decisive mes- 
siah” is food for thought. We quote 
from Living under Tension, p. 228: 
“Some dav. I predict, a man will 
rise by whose hands a federation 
of the world will be (so) effected, 
and wars (so) stopped thereby, that 
his name will go down across the 
centuries associated with that great 
achievement, as Copernicus” name 
is with the new astronomy, or 
Lincoln’s with the preservation of 
our union. That man will come. 
Some day he will arise. For all we 
know he may be lying this mgrning 
in some unknown village in his crib. 
But when he comes, what will it 
take to make him decisive? Multi- 
tudes of us who have gone before, 
who have believed in peace when 
belief was difficult, prophetic spirits 
undaunted by man’s brutality, hun- 
gry souls wanting peace, wise souls 
seeing war's futility, courageous 
souls with faith in brotherhood’s 
possibility—a multitude of plain 


the decisive messiah can come with 


matter; personality even in us does 
count.” 

Dr. Fosdick, in describing the 
man who is to come as the “de- 
cisive messiah” is, by inference, re- 
legatine Jesus to the place of “in- 
decisive messiah.” One cannot help 


ye réceive me not; if another shall 
come in his own name, him ye will 
receive” (John 5:43). 

The “decisive messiah” accord- 


peace in his hands,” 
reminded of the warning of God’s 
Word about a fake messiah and a 
fake peace to be expected: “When 
thev shall say, Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh up- 
on them” (I Thess. 5:3). “And 
through his policy also he shall 
cause craft to prosper in his. hand; 
he shall magnify himself in his 
heart, and by peace shall destroy 
many” (Dan, 8:25). It seems to us 
that Dr. Fosdick’s statement is a 
very good “build up” for the anti- 
christ. 


past two decades, and he has un- 


become a “front” for the liberals 
of America. But a great difficulty 
with fundamentalists is that they 
have been too much concerned with 
what the case deserves and too little 
concerned with what the case needs. 
A friend of mine, an aged clergy- 


| believes that God may yet cause | 


about a nation-wide revival 


people must prepare the way before 
peace in his hands. All of us do 


recalling the words of Tesus, “I 
am come in my Father’s name, and 


ing to Dr. Fosdick, will come “with 
Again, we are 


Dr. Fosdick has been the sub-/ 
ject of many attacks during the 


doubtedly deserved them, as he has |’ 


unbelief and return to the Book 
and the Message. Could we not all 
join in the daily prayer of my 
friend? | 

We have quoted the statements 


not to single them out as exception- 
al examples of heretical leadership, 
but rather to illustrate the accepted 
pattern of theological thinking of 
our day among the so-called liber- 
als who dominate the policies of the 
Federal Council. The views quoted 
are usual, not exceptional. 

Modernism usually starts with 
doubt of the inerrancy of the Bible. 
Having cast aside the only reliable 
source of authoritative teaching 
there is no stopving place for un- 
belief this side of absolute atheism. 
A generation ago the battleground 
was “inspiration.” Then it was the 
miracles and the virgin birth of 


to emulate Jesus in consecration tojChrist. After that the physical re- 


surrection of Jesus was questioned. 
Then His deity was denied. Now 
the battleground in the apostate 
church has reached its ultimate 
phase over the character of God or 
the question of His existence. 


ing to admit that there is a God 
but would like Him reduced in size 
to more nearly human proportions. 
He says: How then must we think 
of God whom men are. freely .to 
crown Lord of all? If -resent day 
tendencies are to give us any clews 
we cannot think of God as absolute 
in the old sense, The only absolutes 
we can respect are the absolutes of 
the moral realm. We are in protest 
against absolutism in rulers. The 
call of men today is for a limited 
ig (Democratic Christianity. p. 


a 


of these three leaders rather freely, 


Bishop F. J. McConnell is will- 


Dr. Fosdick also rebels against 
an omnipotent God, for he boldly 
says, “If God is an omnipotent 
monarch who can do anything he 
pleases, he has no business to 


‘please to do some things he does, 


and permit some things that he 
allows” (Living under Tension, p. 
219). 

We can only say, “May God for- 
give such blasphemy!” 

We do not wish to be harsh in 
our judgment. We do not wish to 
be unkind or ill-tempered in our 
approach to the matter of modern- 
ism in the Federal Council and 
other interchurch groups. But we 
wish to put this matter of the deity 
of our Lord and other foundation 
stones of our faith, with the mo- 
dernist position regarding them, out 
in the open for public inspection. 

Here, on these most important 


‘doctrines of the Christian faith, is 


the position of the Federal Coun- 
cil. It is in direct opposition to that 
for which the National Association 
of Evangelicals stands regarding 
God and the person and work of 
Christ. The Federal Council, be- 
cause of its unfaithfulness to Christ 
in doctrine, cannot represent the 
millions of evangelicals who have 
been without adequate represent- 
ation until this National Associ- 
ation of Evangelicals was organ- 
ized. 

(This is the second of five ar- 
ticles on the Federal Council of 
Churches By Dr. J. Elwin Wright, 
Executive secretary, National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals. See that 
your pastor gets to read these ar- 
ticles. They are soberly written, in 
Christian spirit and of great im- 


portance.) 
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